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Anders Björklund receives 
historical Pritzker Prize
Bagadilico research leader Anders 
Björklund is awarded the Robert A. 
Pritzker Prize for his many years of 
leadership in Parkinson’s research. !e 
price has long been an institution in 
American architecture and is this year, for 
the "rst time, awarded to honour research 
in medicine.

Anders Björklund will receive 100,000 
dollars to help strengthen current research 
projects at Lund University. !e price is 
awarded for professor Björklund’s signi"cant 
contributions to the development of 
therapeutics in Parkinson’s disease and for an 
outstanding commitment to mentoring the 
next generation of scientists.

Anders Björklund is best known for his 
pioneering experiments that led to nerve 
cell transplants in Parkinson’s patients in 
1987. Today, Anders Björklund is heading 
a research e#ort with the aim of developing 
tailor-made stem cells to replace the brain 
cells that are harmed in Parkinson’s disease. 
For the past decade his research team has 
also led e#orts to develop treatments for 
levodopa-induced dyskinesias.

!e prize is awarded by the Michael J. Fox 
Foundation, the world’s leading private 
research funder for Parkinson’s disease. 
Anders Björklund has long been an active 
partner and since 2005 holds a position on 
the organization’s Scienti"c Advisory Board. 
Michael J. Fox himself is noticeably pleased 
with the selection of recipient; “Anders 
has long been an important partner to our 
foundation, he embodies qualities such as 
innovation and creativity in the lab - he is a 
true giant in Parkinson’s research”.

Anders Björklund is most proud of the 
emphasis put on his role as a mentor over 
the years. ”I have had the privilege to 
mentor many gifted researchers who have 
since moved on to play an important role in 
research on neurodegenerative diseases”.

NEWS IN BRIEF

ANGELA CENCI-NILSSON GETS GRANT FROM HJÄRNFONDEN

Angela Cenci Nilsson was recently awarded a 500.000 SEK grant from 
Hjärnfonden for her research on new treatments for L-Dopa induced 
dyskinesias in Parkinson’s disease.

Hjärnfonden works to fund research on diseases, injuries and disabilities 
related to brain. !e money is donated by individuals and businesses. !e 
appropriations of 500 000 SEK have been awarded annually since 2006.

For more information on the grants for 2011 - Click here

BAGADILICO BREAKTHROUGH PROVES SKIN CELLS CAN BE 
TURNED INTO BRAIN CELLS

A research breakthrough by Malin Parmar’s research group has proven that 
it is possible to reprogram mature cells from human skin directly into brain 
cells, without passing through the stem cell stage.

!e unexpectedly simple technique involves activating three genes in the 
skin cells; genes which are already known to be active in the formation of 
brain cells at the foetal stage. By reprogramming connective tissue cells, 
called "broblasts, directly into nerve cells, a new "eld has been opened up 
with the potential to take research on cell transplants to the next level. !e 
discovery represents a fundamental change in the view of the function and 
capacity of mature cells. By taking mature cells as their starting point in-
stead of stem cells, the Lund researchers also avoid the ethical issues linked 
to research on embryonic stem cells.

Head of the research group Malin Parmar was surprised at how receptive 
the "broblasts were to new instructions. “We didn’t really believe this would 
work, to begin with it was mostly just an interesting experiment to try. 
However, we soon saw that the cells were surprisingly receptive to instruc-
tions.”

MUTANT HUNTINGTIN STUDY IS ARTICLE OF THE MONTH

!e paper “Mutant huntingtin causes metabolic imbalance by disruption of 
hypothalamic neurocircuits”, published in Cell Metabolism 13(4) 428-439, 
2011, was selected Article of the Month at the Lund Medical Faculty.

Despite considerable scienti"c e#orts over several decades, the chain of cel-
lular events that leads to the loss of brain functions remains unclear. Atten-
tion has long been focused on the area of the brain called the basal ganglia, 
but it has recently been suggested that there is more widespread pathology 
involving other anatomical brain regions such as the hypothalamus. !is 
notion is con"rmed by this recent Bagadilico study, elected as the Lund 
Medical Faculty Article of the Month for May 2011.

!e study shows signi"cant changes in the brain’s hormone control centre, 
the hypothalamus, in Huntington’s disease. In a series of experiments on 
mice, which had the mutated Huntington’s protein injected into this area 
of their brains, the animals soon demonstrated a reduced ability to regulate 
their metabolism. “!e changes we see in the mice’s brains are similar to 
those we have previously observed in the brains of Huntington’s patients”, 
says doctor and researcher Åsa Petersén.

http://www.hjarnfonden.se/ettariga/2011__514
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